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Goodbye to a 1,1,1 cardiologist
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Allonso Medina Fommandes-Acatuno, MD, 1568-2017
Coodine 10 a friend and 0 & 1.1,1 cardologist
“Shepicly & the ulimate Sophistcaton” - Locnando da Vine

Allonso Meding studod medcne ot the Universty of Granada (Spain) Aftor obtaining his MD, he
recoved tranng in Cassiclogy ot the Fundacon Mranez Daz n NMadnd and at he Parkind NMoemosay
Hosgal in Calas. In 1975, 2o arvved at 1he Hospital Noostra Sefora del Pise in Las Paimas ce Gran
Canara [Spain), where he wirs azpaistod head of the Cepanment of Cardoogy. He worked tinskesaly
i this hoaginal (uner reglaced by he new Or Nogrin Hospital) untl e reachod retresoent age in 2048,
Ther, he coveioped an intonss Clnical, research and Seaching actvity over more than 40 yoars. He
was also 3 trlart spoaker wih a great sonse of humour. Mo was the iIsvemior of wery ingonious
devicos, for nstance The cotonary variabio langth Ballcon catheter [ 1564) and 1o adusiable vasoular
nrotucer for balloon vahvulcpiaty (1989). Professor ot the Univessity of Las Palmia, he was the
master of manry generations of cardologians. In 1967, he saned a Foitul sceatific relasonship with Cr
Jose Scarez de Lezo fom Cordoba. Togethar hay founded he CORPAL (Cordcba-Las Palmas) group,
which made 3 sgriicant number of mportant conttbutions In 1he feld of comrary. vavuar and
congoniyl Moot desass over 3 porod of 30 years. In 2008, Mo Secame » marber of e Evropean
Bitercaton Club (EBC) Wiiie he was atlancing 5o Srat EBC meotng i Bordeasx, his classfication of
Dircation coronary REons mas prodiamed as the unique EBC dasalicaton by 1otal corsendcs. Since
hen, this contebation das bean widely used in papers and in Cdology congresses. The amscke is the
Revista Espaficla de Caxticioga [2005) describing The Moding classiScation has reached a recond
namier of Slasons (385 acoording 1 the Scopus database). For more than 10 years he continued ©
atond e LOC moeting. comrbetng cniginal deas, such as the “oyetrow sgn” (WVUS predicicr of sde
beanch cociusion) of the SMS fechngee as an aliarmative 10 the Kssing talocn. In Valanca (2007 he
was honoured by the mambers of the b for Sis contsbutions n the foid of bfuscasons. Over the
following years, he Coninuod Camcpaing in and enoying he EEC mectngs until he secently passed
iy, W will mss Nm s fuune Congrisses, 2ul Nis legacy will ddways fomain in e amience of the
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In memoriam

Alfonso Medina Fernindez-Aceytuno

Tk with dee p sadness 20d 2 heavy heartthat Iwsitethese lnes
of Qeewell and s omem brance for Dr. Alfoeso Meding Fernlndes -
Aceytuno. Despite 2 ffendship s panning more than 40 yeas and
our shared caseer pad, | am ot sure that lam the best parsonto
do 50, bt 1 acoept thecha Benge, awareofthe dif ficultyof wyleg 1o
desc e somente who was exceptional, 2 acardiciogiag, teacher,
researcher and scental and, 0ot least, a5 2 person. S

personal considerations, 2 meeting of minds, with constant self-
aslitog and 2 collective ethos. We wanted © learn through
experienc erather San by reading abou tthe experienceof ofe s
Together we arganiz of CORPAL courses in interve nfiona ] casdiol-
oy and pudi shed owr clinical mssaxch Dr. Meding contfde-
Gos were many and bAllant and his propocals were dways
suprisig, coMQseg with his wncomscious humiity and
unxsuming nawe. Pedups his geatest contriduion was his
coronary bifuercaon dassification, which has been used warkd-
whde since its publication in Revis Bpatol & Canficlogis. This
assific ion was created without any grand design, simply for
e purpodes of cur shared data A1 that Gme, there were sevenl
complicaed dasificgions, which Lded claiy. Medind's
Classific ation was adopted by te CORPAL group with exie and,
an it peesentation at e PCR in Parks in 2005, cassed quite 2 stic
S0 mvach 50 Bt we hastened 1 descrideit ina Lemer 1o the Edinor
pdiished in Revisa Bpatoh de Canfialoga. The leTer received 50
many Gitations that it somebow heped B increase the josrnal's
impact e (todase, it h recsived 335 dusons).

However, besides his 7 Ibelieve that wha
weally swod out was Dr. Meding as 2 peson. His ingenuity and
deductive ability, g ther with his serene amalysis of any topic,
were dways Captivatieg, He never lod his 2 of perpetual sesident,
making himn 2 nanural ally ofthe suc cession of tqinee cardidlogias
hmnmﬂrmanmﬂmmb-ﬂhﬁadﬂ

unique, who has leftes | met Dr. Mading in 1976, He had recently

completed his casdi diogy reside ncy in Clivica & la Gracepcive &
Madrid and wok up 2 posit ‘nlhf ,Uﬂd" sl

dble fxr Do wolk in Do lospinl which de
u-mmmnh“mdﬂr
were condant. Throughout tlese yeas, l‘q JMM
with him has gven me

la Pm, where | was fnishiog adency We & dianely
muamdumlmumm--mom
home cities 1o fight for cardiology, starting fram scraxch Tha
coinacite d with the beghnn ingof inte fvent ana ¢ ardiokyy and B
huge exparsion known 2 *cardiond ence”. We wavel lad together
10 couses in Ceneva and Liked endiely. He, with indgal help
from Drs Armandd Bathencowrt and Carles Macaya, brougia
together 2 first-rate team of Spanish casfiologian in the famer
Haspéaal El Pina, and Later in @ Hojpiml Usiversimda & Cuan

and scentfic envichunent. Aosso was B best medical profes-
donal 1 have ever lmown, e most humble, and the least self-

guding He cozed g whth his highly criscal mind,
whiich impeessed everyone who koew o He was mspected and
feared for wxons | donY underdand, Decawe be was dways
e dows but Mnd 10 everyone and supparied and me st d Al B
who arfived &t e cardiciogy department over Be yeass He was
terestad in huma nity and what would bec ame ofit He feared the
deswecton of the planet As the genius he was, e combdined

Canasa De. Negrie At that Sme, e “3 emas® (Meding, M
and Mainar) were considerad throughout Spain 25 the plllas of
ElPina At e Deginning of te 19803, Dr. Med na began © make
his mark. Wit his imagnative mind, he designed devices
Caugh the eye ofindustry and overcame same of the prodi e of
that time, such 2 Medina ballcon caheters, mndx-db,
Schnsider, which allowed the leagh of the ballk

ellecnal sublmagon with 2 Lack of selfvegard He had o
Efficelty in reac Niog the heighes while secing hinedfas the lowe
of men For him he was e least important person in the
cadidogy depatment This was his exvacelinyy geames
which we should peociiim rather Sun slence. He dreaded
mlrement, 2 it would mean the loss of connecon with the

loumdumuucﬁmmpn&um-
sheads o 1967, colnciding with the expa nsion of percutanecu s
vavdoplaty CORPAL was founded, 2 joint enterpiise Detween
pmn&qn&b&nﬁlx?‘msnm&h-cn

lospital his e home Swoughout his e However he Decame
deeply engaged in leaving his legacy in e best hands, which was
his Last achieveme s, All his Dets paid off

Lag, a bimer Question must be ashed What sort of society ae
n?m.on&uwnlhldu experience and

mm,_ WS in new § Gonal tec had

herand Pl lo-ho-up--nu ineah
center 1o find ; arswers Data were shared and exploited wgether.
Thus, CORPAL aspired 1o achieve a madical appmach free of
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dedication of an & dcian and

Mmhuaumrh;aoﬂny.ﬂlumu
e why &d Sy Gie it anay? | was Jucky emough 10 see
Dr. Denton Codiey perfommn 15 inenention uder extuoxparedl



Bordeaux 2005

- %
o l,. .
B
‘ 4“,
A
> L Bt
£ § £l
p 5 H
- ¢ 1 =
a ¢ ':I
* 7

i
i
| |
|

_Alfenso Man

XIII European Bifurcation Club meeting - Porto, Portugal - 13th & 14th October 2017
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Rev Esp Cardiol. 2006:59(2):183-4

SCOPUS CITATIONS: 404
WEB OF SCIENCE CITATIONS: 367

XIII European Bifurcation Club meeting - Porto, Portugal - 13th & 14th October 2017



3rd EBC Meeting - European Bifurcation Club

Friday 28 and Saturday 29 September 2007
PALAU DE LA MUSICA, Sala Rodrigo — VALENCIA, SPAIN







CARINA MORPHOLOGY IN BIFURCATION CORONARY LESIONS
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, _ Medina et al. Rev Esp Cardiol 2009,;62(11):1240-9
XIII European Bifurcation Club meating - Porto, Poggine'¢f8 | 828" 8F '8 Eirdintervention 2011; ahead of print




http://secardiologia.es/xxvii-reunion-anual-de-la-seccion-de-
hemodinamica-y-cardiologia-intervencionista

Aportaciones del grupo CORPAL al intervencionismo espafol o »

APORTACIONES
DEL GRUPO CORPAL
AL INTERVENCIONISMO
ESPANOL

DR. ALFONSO MEDINA
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“We will miss him in future congresses, but his
legacy will always remain in the ambience of
.theclub’.

XIII European Bifurc

th & 14th October 2017



